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DESCHIPTIVE REPORT
TOPOGRAPHIC SHEEIS A. and B.
TRIBORCUGE BRIDGE

NET YORK,

Authority

The woric on these two sheets was executed under Instructions
of July 16, 1936,

Scope

The area survayed vwas alr photographsd prior to the construction
of the Triborough Bridge, This important municipal develooment, involving
bridges and viaducts joining the three c¢ity boroughs - Queens, Hernhattan
and Bronx - spans the waterways sepasrating those city divisions, and in-
volves considerable alteration of the approach areas as well as on Randalls
and Vards Iglands vwhich sunnort major portions of the roadway.

The air nhoto compilations of the arsa, therefore, do not show
the bridge nor the roadways by which the bridge system is united with the
city street layouts in lanhattan and the Bronx nor with 4he Long Island
parkway system extending through Queens toward Flushing Bay.

It was the nurpose of the fisld work on these two sheets to tie
down this bridge construction by itopographic means; also, %o provide field
inspection for the air photo compilations t0 show where these have now to
be reviged.

Preparation of sgheets =nd control

Two sides of a double-backed alumimm sheet were prepared in the
Washington Office on a scale of 1:5000., Two were necessary as the bridge
and aporoaches involved a little too much area to be covered commletely by
one sheet on this scale. "B gheet tales in only that area which reaches
beyond "A" in the vieinity of the Queens spnroach.

On these sheets were olotted all available topo signals as taken
from the air vhoto commilations. Also, “there were included the numerous
topographic locations of U, S, Fngineer siations, These were not ovailable
a5 triangnletion tut depend for their accuracy won scaled locations From
the photo commilation sheets, In 2ddition, there were plotted in the New
Tork Tield Station, wnon recsivt of these shests, all available triangulation,

'This control oroved to be sufficient for executing the field work,
It was believed before the work was undertaken that additional triangulation
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¥ield methods,

The roadway was first completely surveyed and located by three
point fixes with the plonetable, using mumerous triangulation and topographic
(air-tboto compilation) signels, From these setups sufficient rodding was
done to obiain the detail -~ ramvs, toll gates, sidewnlks, stairs, ete,

Following this, setups were made on the ground level for a de~
tailed location of the abutments, piers at the water crossings, ete.

The detail of the approaches on Hanhattan, The Bronx and Quesns
was rodded in from eimilsr three point fixes and by short topographic
traverses,

Then the sheet was irked, the shape of the abutments, and other
detail, was checred sgainst the nlans of the bridge furnished this office
by the Triborough Eridge Authority,

The resulting inked victure is, therefore, vrimarily a field
survey 2nd only secondarily devendent unon the bridge plans.

The locotion of the bridge demends in no cage woon the nhoto

£ T L
compilation sheet excent in so far as the topegravphic signels were token
therefrom,

Ares under develonment.

At this writing, much of the genersl area is still under con-
struction,

(1) The danhattan anoroach is to be tied to the boulevard
(to be known as Fast River Drive) southward from 125th Street along
the Hest River. The ramp furnishing this connection caused some alter-
ations in the vroperty lines, bulkhead lines and tmildings irmedistely
west and south 0f the Harlem River crossing. Mumerous buildings were
razed on both sldes of 12Rth Stireet as far west as Second Avenue. Side
welks are being Tuilt and grass nlots sown flanking 125th Street between
First and Second Avenues.

(2) The Bronx approach has changed the street layout, in-
cluding some razing of parts of residential blocks flanking the bridge

approahces, Ho alterations were necessary in the railwey track areas
south 0f 172nd Street,

(3) 1Randslls Island is completely chenged and almost ell
buildings torn dorn, This island will be landscaped throughout for
recreation purndses supplementing the stadiumywhick alresdy has becoms
& vrominent munleinal athletic snd operatic cenbter, Since this island
is in the midst of this vast change, n0 aitemwt was made t0 make g survey
of it..The strdlum wos not »ut on the shest as 1t is £ti1l under con-
struction cnd the streight-away being extended to the desired 220 yardg
some distence beyond tha o

boml, In a years ti hi :
' A me this verhans will be reg
for an accurzte survay, be ready
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{4) Yards I<land, which contains the Insane Hospital,
remaine as cormiled except where the bridge viaduet plers and Hell
Gate susvension bridge towers and snchors have necessltated minor
alterations,

(5) The Queens esnoroach involved extensive changes. The
main roadway is to oroceed from the bridge toward Flushing Bay to
hook up with the Long Island narkray systen., This is now in course
of construction and involves conslderable zlteration in the street
larout. This will be completed late this fall, Likemise, the area
around the bridge on the east gide of Hell Gate i¢ being extensively
landscaped, 4 municipal swimming pool flanks the bridge in Astoria
(This was the site of the final tryouts for the Voman's Olymoic
Aquatic tesm) and will be the focus 6f a recreational develcpment,
Street layouts are altered somevhsat.

In general, 1% is expected that the Triborough Bridge
will cause a vast shift in population and transporation. It should
cause o ranld residential develooment around the approaches as it
affords access among three city boroughs with o maximum saving in
time. The bridge will relieve the Queensborough Bridge bottleneck,
The recreatiomal facilities afforded by the Rendalls Island @evelop-
ment will undoubtedly increase the attractiveness of this area for
residential nurposes, The 1978 World's Fsir in the Flushing Creck
area will be helned by the easy access afforded ite conrection with the
Long Island pe rkvay system.

These trends are noted in order %o voint out that mony
of the detrils shown on the air vhoto commilations in this area are
likely to be much altered in the next few yenrs,

Siénals located,

The bridge towers of the susvension span across the Fast Byer, the
two towers at the toll gate leading from Manhattan and the lights om top
the four sumports 0 the 1ift span across the Harlem River, were the only
definite voints located by tovogravhy,

Marking of stations,

No npew marking was done.

Recovered stations,

Ho attemnt was made at a systematic recovery of stations, Stations were
recOvered only where necessary.



Vertiecal conirol,

Hone,

Yaenetic Meridian,

Wone was tsken as it apveared the area is well tied down in this
resnect; 21s0, the nresence of such massive steelwork in the structure
made any such abtemot on the bridge itself guite futile,

Landmarirs,

No new ones except the bridge itself.

d, |
C. A.‘Egnég, Inspector,
New York/FAeld Station.

Raespectfully submitie

Blueprints: Tumerous bluenrints obtained from the Triborougﬁ Bridge
Authority are forwarded with the sheet. These show details of the bridge
znd other informetion used in a check up on the field survey.
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REVIEN OF GRAPHIC CONTROL SURVEY T= (#4572, SCALE //5;0,00
3 G
‘Date of Review 5677/ ¢ OF

le This survey has been reviewed in comnection with Air Photo
Compilation Noss T= 5%5F 75452, with particular attention to
the following details:

74 s

(a) Projection has been checked in—the~Fieids %(u«/
(b) Accuracy of location of plane table ocntrol pointse —

(o) Discrepancies between deteil om this survey and the.
air photo compilations listed above. (/ww 7-s¢5¢)

(d) Discrepancies found in desoriptions submitted on
Form 524 when compared with the air photo compilations —
listed above. edke

2, Refer to the reviews and desoriptive reports of air photo com-

pilations Nos, T=-S5%SF- | » for a more complete discussion of
any errors or discrepancies found.

Any material errors found on this survey are noted in subsequent .
paragraphs of this review, and these have been reported to the Field i
Records Section and the Cartographic Section. Ayt

Notes and corrections resulting from the review are shown on this
survey in green. P
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REVIEN OF GRAPHIC CONTROL SURVEY T= G474 SCALE %""f"-
JT@// .5 736

Date of Review

le This survey has been reviewed in comnection with Air Photo
Compilation Nose. T=5%¢Y , with partiocular attention to

the following details:
745 offce el
(a) Projection has been checked in the—Pieids

(b) Accuracy of location of plane table comtrol pointse

(o) Discrepancies between detail on this survey and the
air photo compilations listed above. ree AEEIEAST~

(d) Discrepancies found in descriptions submitted on
Form 524 when compared with the air photo compilations ‘
listed above. szt MW g
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‘2. Refer to the reviews and desoriptive reports of air photo com-
pilations Nos. T= 5%#58 , for a more complete disoussion of ‘
any errors or discrepancies found. e G ‘

Any material errors found on this survey are noted in subsequent
paragraphs of this review, and these have been reported to the Field
Records Section and the Cartogrephic Seotion. e —

Notes and corrections resulting from the review are showm on this
- Urvey in green. —HArice
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FORM M-238

MEMORANDUM
IMMEDIATE ATTENTION

received Aug 29, 1936
SURVEY Moo registered Fov. 10, 1936,
DESCRIPTIVE REPORT verified

W@ﬂ No. T 6489 ab reviewed

approved

This is forwarded in order that your attention may be directed to the matters as indicated below, Pleasainitial in col-
umn 3 as an acknowledgement that your attention has been thus directed. The complete original records are available if
desired. [f you cannot give this your immediate attention, please initial, note, and forward to the next section marked,
calling for the records at your convenience.

ROUTE Initial Attention called to

20

22

24

25

26

30

40

62

63

82

83

88

90
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RETURN TO
82 /CO K. Green
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